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| OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
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ue ie 20 December 1963 


' - The Honorable Charles J. Zwick 


Directer, Bureau of th Sranae a 
Executive Office of the President Sa er ae fee 


OW ashingtos, 


D. Co 20505 


-Dear Mz. wets 


- a3 November 


. 


‘Lhave considered cerefully your engeaadan. BYE-11695-63, 


? 


ted 26 November 1943, discuseing the Fiscal Year 1970 HEXAGON 
budget. Further, I have discussed this matter at length with Dick Helms 
“whose viewe coincida with the consideretions and conclusions expressed © 


‘herein. You will recell that HEXAGON was an egenda item at the | = | + - 3, 
1963 NRP Executive Commitiees (EXCOM) meeting . yas 


wherein we considered the Bureau of the Budget's prorosal to cancel 


. BEXAGON,. 
Caren 


There is a ennitncing concern at seithes the Suranu's 


but ae —— that the — should be - 


26 Novernbor paner aor its earlier position as presented to EXCOM 


tekes = 


' ". system. 


font account of the intsNigence needs for the HEXAGON 
s you know, the enestion of the value of the HEXAGON 


o aes as been reviewed extensively in the past six rnonths by 

the United States InteHigence Doard- (USID), the National intelligence 
Resources Bo2rd, and independently by the Derartment of Defense. 
These reviews conciuded that the value of intelligence expected from 

- BEXAGON well justifies the costa associa neds with is. ) ic 


, While the Ex ae Beeerate 26 November paper eontekae no 
- Yecoramendations, the essence of the Bur eau! 5 soa a soems to be 


as follows: 


re an ae HEXAGON/COR RONA/GAMBIT a 


. . sd 
-. : . “- 
. = ° 


oats VIA sae ate Jenene ONLY - 


- ByEgve24-63 
- ' . Copy No. J 


M/sP Be) 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -_— Zs! 7 
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‘ lors) a < ¥ 


‘- , NRO APPROVED FOR - >SEEREI 


Jf) *RETEASE 17 September 2011 HEXAGON/CORONA/ GAM sa 

oe 

( HANDLE VIA BYEMAN CHA? NELS ONLY ee ke 
: . SEE AEA SEE MAN CHANNELS ONLY. n : 7 


a. The current USIB requirosments fo 
photograshy requirements are being adeg 2ntely | 
met by tee CAMBIT-LI and. CORONA systems, = 


. db. The site unidus additional co: stribution thet: 
. the HEXAGON system will make is ae ne rea of. 
Brome screee: 


. | 25 - Your memorandum raises the question as to whether the inczemental 
Ne} oo... additional contribution in the ground forces area {s worth the additional 
. ecats as identified i in the memor andum, | . : 


“ . | The Bureau's vosition on the intelligence. contribution cf the 
ae ‘HEXAGON system is based oa at least two misconceptions. First, | 
AY. 7.) @ishough the current CORONA and GAMBIT-UI systems doin general 
ey _ | 3. €ome close to meeting the USIB requirements set for those systems, 
Si vy / “1+ .this is so only because the USIB requirements referred to ara tailored 
way oc’) te the capabilities and imitations of those systems and thus do not. 
oe 4. Pebresent a general statement of information needs. For example, 
So o5 ) 5." dn its Yr July 1963 "Assessment of the IntcHigdace Gain Previded by | 
oT 9 over RH~4 and KH.g" (BYE)-2255-63/1) COMIREX stated: : 


oe ..” it is particularly imsortant te emphasize that our current require- 
"Nis ments have been developed on the basis of current capabilities and 

'- those problems within the tanze of these capabilities. " It is not the 
-./. general practice of USIB to generate detailed collection ene 
fora Heyete m which thet system cannot satiety. | em wey, 


| a The prone point of pecticular note is that the er forces 
problem is only one of several major areas in which the HEXAGON - 

. 2ystora will x make substantial additional contributions. The Bureau 
has somencw gotten the irapression that the issue in this instance Is 

_ linnlied. solaly ¢ to grouad forces and solely to current requirements. 

‘ The Intelisence Community and Department of Defense studies 

i additionally place special emphasis.on emerging problems foraseeczbie 

in the 1970's--an aspect generclly overlooked imthe Bureau paper. ~ 
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The HEXAGON s system will make major contributions in at 


least four areas of high irnnortance toe the preteen process, . 


ss eases _ Bia, Gr 3 ne ee eS 


a It will novide the large area search 


tl gave raze With @ substantial imaze quali ity improve- 


« 
 - 


ment over the present coveraze can pabllity 3 in that 
regard. ee ye, ak Se 


“ b. It will provide the unique capability to dis- 
| eriminate betveen mobile forces of various types, 
” eatezorics and classes. a 
c. Beca ause of its capability to cover large areas 
_in high resolution imagery, the HEXAGON system * 
will provide a time frame reference that will very 
materially assist in eliminating uncertainties arising 


' out of time and distance factors as ponerse to moe 6 


” 


sigh aaa : a? ae a 
Ra de The HEXAGON syitext will represent @ cogent | 
. gseuree for verification of Soviet adherence to any 
future disarmament agreement owing to its capabi lity 

to’provide a solid baea for estaplishing norms etc to 

detect departur es therefiz fom. | ae 


In ere I do rot boli eve the Suseauts ataorenden on 
thie subject taxes into account many of the factors which compel me 
to regard HEXAGON as an intclligence tool of very high — and 


one for which I Petcewes no substitute in oe ofene. _ 


<i 


| ‘Sincerely, ” - et 
Bt Rufus Taylor, | 


Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy « 
Acting Renee 


% 


ce: Deputy Se scutes of De fense 


Special Assistant to the Pr ut for Sclénce: and Technology. 
‘Director, Naticnal Recs ee. Cffica 
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